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Navy Pier is the People’s Pier, Chicago’s lakefront treasure, 
welcoming all and offering dynamic and eclectic 

experiences through partnerships and programs that 
inspire discovery and wonder.

Mission
Our
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Contributing to the economic vitality of our city by:

• Serving as a platform for artists and community organizations, and a 
venue for audiences from around the world.

• Strengthening local entrepreneurs and businesses by facilitating direct-
to-consumer opportunities, interactive marketplaces, and tailored 
tenant business partnerships.

• Sustaining 3,000+ jobs annually, including 700 union-represented jobs 
and proudly serving as a first employer for hundreds of young people.

Our Vision
Enhancing our community by:

• Fulfilling our commitment to being a mission-driven nonprofit 
organization continually working toward providing community impact 
and accessibility.

• Partnering with local cultural organizations to provide free and unique 
experiences that showcase the diversity of Chicago’s artistic landscape.

• Stewarding Navy Pier’s over 100-year history as a space made to celebrate 
moments and create memories that inspire, entertain, educate, and connect.



While embracing the tenets of the DEIA framework, Navy Pier is committed to providing a space for challenging 
conversations alongside opportunities for learning to facilitate greater understanding and growth for staff, 
stakeholders, partners, and guests.  

The full DEIA Framework is available on navypier.org.
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DEIA Strategic 
Framework

Navy Pier’s Community Engagement strategy is built upon the 
pillars of Accessibility, Equitable Workforce, Authentic Partnership & 
Collaboration, and Educational Heritage Programming.

Navy Pier’s first Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Accessibility (DEIA) Framework starts with an honest and intentional 
look inward, ensuring growth opportunities for the many people who make Navy Pier a  welcoming platform for all. 
The Pier recognizes that our employees are the action drivers whose needs must be prioritized if they are to create 
positive impacts that reverberate throughout the community we serve. 

The Framework establishes measurable, actionable goals, while considering the plan a “living document” open to 
future adaptations. 

The areas of focus are:

 Recruitment & Retention Equity & Work Culture Leadership Development Community Engagement
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Arts, Culture, 
and Engagement 
Programming

After School Matters Teen Showcase
Bastille Day
Blues Christmas
Brazil 201 Festival
Chicago Children's Museum Family Days
Chicago Dance Month Opening Celebration
Chicago International Puppet Theater Festival
Chicago Live!
Chi-Soul Fest
Derrick Adams’ Funtime Unicorn
Design Museum of Chicago: Field Day
Diasporal Rhythms: Perspective
Fresh Fest
Global Connections: Holi
Global Connections: International Carnivale
Global Connections: Lunar New Year
Housegiving
International Day of Yoga
LatiNxt

Light Up The Lake
Little Amal with Chicago Shakespeare Theater
Live on the Lake!
Mexico Fest
Navy Band Great Lakes, Independence Day Tribute Concert
Navy Pier Pride
Noche Caribeña
Pier Dance
Pier Fitness: Rush Hour Cardio
Pier Fitness: Sunset Yoga
Rhythm World
Sequence Ch!cago
Skyline Sessions
"The Growing Room" presented in partnership with Lyric Unlimited
Water Colors
Water Flicks
Wave Wall Moves
Wave Wall Wax

2022-2023

Philanthropic support of Navy Pier provides performance opportunities for thousands of arts partners and engaging 
cultural experiences for millions of guests each year.

In 2022 and 2023, Navy Pier proudly presented a combined 493 free Arts, Culture, and Engagement programming 
events, including:
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Impact Highlight: 
Partners and Programs

600+
opportunities to attend a free Arts, 
Culture, and Engagement programs

6,000+
participating individual artists

8M+
guests have opportunity to 
experience free programs
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About Face Theatre

Actors Gymnasium

Adrian Dunn Singers

Aerial Dance Chicago

Aloha Chicago

American Blues Theatre

Ayodele Drum & Dance

Ballet Folklorico Sones Mexicanos

The Baton Show Lounge

Black Ensemble Theatre

Blue Man Group

Brave Soul Movement

Breakbeat Creatives

Celeda

Chi Arts

Chicago Children's Theatre

Chicago Dance Crash

Chicago Fringe Opera

Chicago Human Rhythm Project

Chicago Opera Theater

Chicago Philharmonic

Chicago Repertory Ballet

Chicago Samba

Chicago Shakespeare Theater

Chicago Sinfonietta

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Chicago Tap Theatre

Congo Square Theatre

Create With No Limits

Culture Shock Dance Chicago

Danceworks Chicago

Dee Alexander

Deeply Rooted Dance Theater

Denise Savas

Dj Readerz

Emmet Otter's Jug Band Christmas

Ensemble Español

Filament Theatre

Forward Momentum Chicago

Giordano Dance Chicago

Happiness Club

Hiplet

Hubbard Street Dance Chicago

Io

Joel Hall Dancers

Khary Laurent

Kokandy Productions

Korean Performing Arts Institute

La Escuelita Bombera De Corazon

Lyric Opera of Chicago

Mandala South Asian Performing Arts

Mavis Staples

Meher Dance Company

Melody Angel

Mercury Theater Chicago

Momenta Dance

Muntu Dance Theatre

Natya Dance Theatre

Nico Rubio Three Thirty Three

Old Town School of Folk Music Donna Herula Band

PARA.MAR Dance Theatre

Poetry Foundation

Porchlight Music Theater

Puerto Rican Arts Alliance

Red Clay Dance

Remy Bumppo Theatre Company

Ron Haynes Gamechangers

The Seldoms

Soul Children of Chicago

South Chicago Dance Theater

Svet

Teatro Zinzanni

Theo Ubique Cabaret Theatre

Third Coast Percussion

Too Much Molly

Trinity Irish Dance

Victor Garcia

Visceral Dance

Water People Theatre

Yin He Dance
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Chicago Live!
Since its inception in 2021, Chicago Live! has provided access to world-class cultural experiences and focused a 
spotlight on Chicago’s vibrant performing arts organizations. This visionary festival drives economic development 
for the cultural sector, elevates our city’s global profile, and connects local artists and ensembles with thousands of 
new audience members each year.

In 2023, Navy Pier introduced the Chicago Live Community Engagement Program. The initiative created  opportunities 
for individuals from all backgrounds to take part in free classes and workshops in their neighborhoods and to learn 
from Chicago’s performing arts groups before watching them perform at the festival. Twelve arts organizations 
participated, with free activities taking place over a two-week period leading up to Chicago Live!

Chicago Live! is made possible by the generous support of:

541 
Artists

 66 
Performances

22 Hours 
of free cultural programming

Chicago Live! Artists and Ensembles
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Public Art

PERSPECTIVE
This exhibition of fine contemporary Black art celebrated the 
20th anniversary of Diasporal Rhythms, the nation’s seminal 
Black art collective. Dedicated to expanding an appreciation 
for contemporary Black art created by artists and makers of the 
African Diaspora, PERSPECTIVE featured the work of Paul Branton, 
George Crump, Susan Clinard, Woodrow Nash, Candace Hunter, 
and many more. 
(Fall 2023)

The State of Sound:  
A World of Music from Illinois
Presented in collaboration with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Library and Museum, this engaging exhibit highlighted the Illinois 
musicians, radio stations, instruments, and contributions to 
production equipment that have shaped sonic history. Rare 
treasures from Muddy Waters, REO Speedwagon, Cheap Trick, 
Earth Wind and Fire, Smashing Pumpkins, and more illuminated 
our state’s incredible contributions to America’s musical legacy. 
(Summer 2023)

Navy Pier continues to envision new programs and gathering spaces through public art exhibits that foster 
dialogues and give space to those who transform the cultural and historical legacy of Chicago. In exhibiting public 
art installations throughout the Pier, we have been able to give space to celebrate those who make up the iconic 
threads in the fabric of Chicago.

Global 
Connections
The Global Connections Series returned in 2022 and 2023, 
highlighting cultural celebrations from around the world. Made 
possible through partnership with ComEd, each year Navy 
Pier hosts Lunar New Year in January, International Carnivale in 
February, and Chicago’s largest Holi celebration to mark the arrival 
of spring in March.

Year-Round
Programming
Free cultural experiences that elevate Chicago artists and 
complement Pier-wide attractions and partner tenants included 
Skyline Sessions and Live on the Lake live music performances, 
Water Flicks Outdoor movie series, Wave Wall Wax DJ sets, Pier 
Dance movement lessons, Pier Fitness cardio and yoga classes, 
and annual festivals such as Chi-Soul Fest, LatiNxt, and Pier Pride. 
These programs transform Navy Pier into the People’s Pier and 
highlight the vibrancy and diversity of all of Chicago.

Stories of Survival: 
Object. Image. Memory
In partnership with Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education 
Center, this powerful exhibition showcased the personal artifacts 
brought to America by Survivors of the Holocaust and seven 
other genocides, including those in Armenia, Bosnia, Cambodia, 
Iraq, Rwanda, South Sudan, and Syria. Curated as an outdoor 
experience in Polk Bros Park, guests were encouraged to reflect 
on their own family’s journeys and those of refugees – experiences 
that remain ever so relevant today.
(Spring 2022)
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Tenant Partnership 
and Engagement
Navy Pier’s Tenant Partnership and Business Development Initiatives continue to evolve through Pier-wide 
activations, interactive marketplaces, and financial resources.

Navy Pier’s tenant and vendor community is comprised of nearly 300 businesses and entrepreneurs.

60%
are women-owned businesses

57%
are minority-owned businesses

90%
are locally-owned businesses

86%
are small businesses

The Women’s LIVE Artist Studio (WLAS) sits as a vibrant creators’ hub in the Fifth Third Bank Family Pavilion. What 
began as a table at a 2021 Neighborhood Artisan Market, has now evolved into a permanent kiosk, dedicated to 
showcasing the artistic talents of more than 30 local women artists. Co-founders Dana Todd Pope and Martha 
A. Wade host daily live art demonstrations and seasonal workshops, encouraging guests to observe the creative 
process in action and engage with multiple representations of identities in visual art.

Museums can be intimidating to people. When you can put art in a space that is the norm for everyone or 
something that most people are going to do, it feels like it’s something that you can be a part of. Navy Pier is 
such a great space for that type of accessibility, allowing people to see that you can do this, too.” 
- Gretchen Jankowski, printmaking professor at Governors State University and member of the WLAS community

The WLAS has been selected to participate in the world-renowned Venice Biennale 2024, one of the most recognized 
and esteemed art exhibitions, drawing art enthusiasts, collectors, and curators from all corners of the globe.

From Table to Kiosk 
(and Beyond)
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Community 
Engagement
Navy Pier’s Community Rides program and employee advancement initiatives fulfill our mission’s commitment to 
offer dynamic and eclectic experiences and meaningfully contribute to the economic vitality of our city.

Community Rides

Employee Workforce Initiatives
As a first employer for hundreds of young people annually, the Pier is proud to support staff members as they 
develop skills that will serve them in the careers they pursue. Navy Pier’s Guest Experience team are the frontline 
faces of the Pier and comprised of dedicated individuals from diverse backgrounds across Chicagoland.

Scan here for a full list of Community Rides recipients.

Diana Gomez
Guest Experience Specialist
I started working at Navy Pier as a guest service staff member and did that for many years. After years in that position, 
I was offered my current position as a Guest Experience Specialist. I have seen the organization change and grow in 
many ways including new programs for different cultures and ages that encourage more people from different places 
come and visit us. My favorite part of working at the Pier are the people from different parts of the world as well as 
the locals that I get to meet and talk to. If I could recommend one program or event to a visit, I would choose the 
Centennial Wheel, and also the free music concerts and fireworks in the summer.

Darian Davis
Guest Experience Manager
As November approaches, I'll be celebrating 12 years of my journey at Navy Pier. Over the years I have worn different 
hats and have taken on diverse roles within the organization. From stock and inventory to shuttling guests around as a 
driver and eventually training others to do the same, each role has been a stepping stone in my growth. Today, as part 
of the management team, I've gained a profound appreciation for the vital role our department plays in shaping the 
guest experience at the Pier. One of the most fulfilling aspects of my role at the Pier is mentoring and training new staff 
members. Many of them are entering the workforce for the first time, and I find great joy in guiding them through this 
transition into the real world. Being able to impart knowledge and skills that will serve them beyond their time here is 
incredibly rewarding.

Southside Occupational Academy
One thing that we focus on, as our students will say, is their ‘ability’ and not their ‘disability’ or their ‘cans’ and not 
their ‘can nots.’  Navy Pier has hired our students after graduation, which is just a huge accomplishment and makes us 
thankful for Navy Pier.

Southside Occupational Academy (SOA) is a CPS vocational school for students between the ages of 16-22 in the West 
Englewood community dedicated to helping young people transition into the work force by providing hands-on job 
training and vital vocational skills.
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The Community Rides program annually provides over 10,000 Centennial Ferris Wheel tickets and transportation 
stipends to local schools and nonprofit organizations. During 2022 and 2023, 165 community organizations 
benefitted from this program. 



Operating Results
2022 2023

Arts, Culture & Engagement Programming $7,031,423 $5,742,672

Facility Operations $13,039,230 $14,967,359

East End Operations $13,323,544 $12,801,673

Facility Maintenance & Housekeeping $6,194,268 $6,603,493

Safety & Security $4,696,888 $5,146,872

Guest Experience $3,757,407 $4,319,976

Marketing & Communications $4,051,810 $4,093,454

Fundraising $1,628,514 $1,481,824

Administration $5,570,127 $6,609,505

Total Operating Expenses $59,293,210 $61,766,828

Expenses

2022 2023

Philanthropy & Sponsorships $5,906,426 $6,674,792

Partner Leases $12,356,410 $14,776,803

Arts, Culture & Engagement Programming $1,976,706 $743,828

Pier Park Amusements $12,061,298 $14,420,724

Parking $11,680,545 $13,028,041

Facility Event Rental $13,962,684 $14,540,124

COVID-19 Relief $8,000,000 $3,000,000

Other $236,051 $561,115

Total Operating Revenues $66,180,120 $67,745,427

Revenues

*Operating surplus funds debt service and capital expenditures
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7,954,353

7,198,287

2023 attendance

2022 attendance
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Fundraising
As a nonprofit organization, philanthropic contributions are crucial to the 
operations and evolution of Navy Pier. From individual gifts to corporate 
sponsors, government funding and foundation support, our programs, events, 
and community partnership initiatives would not be possible without support 
from our donors.

A New 
ExPIERience
Gathering in Pier Park and the Fifth Third Bank Family Pavilion, 
A New ExPIERience was a celebration of the Pier’s post-
pandemic recovery. We were honored to thank and elevate to 
Life Trustee the incomparable Norm Bobins, Donna LaPietra, 
and John Schmidt, as well as Peoples Gas, for their enduring 
partnership and commitment to our mission.

2022

A Legacy
ExPIERience
A record-breaking Legacy ExPIERience Gala raised more 
than $1.5 million and welcomed 600 guests, as we 
celebrated the work of two powerful forces that have built 
on Chicago’s legacy and helped transform Navy Pier: Chair 
Emeritus Bill Brodsky and Chicago Shakespeare Theater.

2023
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The Navy Pier Associate Board is passionate about the community and feels a connection to Navy Pier’s mission. In 
2022 – 2023 we broke fundraising records with Toast to the Pier, our annual whiskey tasting and The Lakefront Loop, 
our annual 5K. We played a part in A Legacy ExPIERience by organizing the first ever raffle at a Navy Pier Gala. We 
are committed to supporting Navy Pier’s free arts, culture, and engagement events throughout the year. As the Pier 
continues to evolve, the Associate Board is excited to continue to play a key role in shaping what the future looks like. 

The Navy Pier 
Associate Board
Navy Pier Associate Board members serve as ambassadors of Navy Pier and support our mission through fundraising 
events, advocacy, volunteer service, and professional engagement.

A note from Jon Leach and Nick Vallorano

Associate Board Event Highlights

Toast to the Pier
In partnership with Slightly Toasted, the Navy Pier Associate 
Board’s annual whiskey tasting fundraiser, Toast to the Pier helps 
support Navy Pier’s free and accessible cultural experiences and 
economic development programs year-round. Between 2022-
2023, Associate Board members raised $20,000 in support of the 
Pier’s nonprofit mission.

Lakefront Loop 5K and Kids Dash
Permanently earning its name in 2023, The Lakefront Loop is the 
only 5K completely contained on the Pier using the Northwestern 
Medicine Wellness Way Fitness Trail. Sponsorship, registration fees, 
and in-kind donations all go toward supporting the Pier’s arts and 
cultural programming, as well as Navy Pier’s community outreach 
efforts. Participants broke records in 2023, with over 150 runners 
joining the race and over $35,000 raised.
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Navy Pier Passport
Following years of guest feedback and collaboration, the Navy Pier Passport membership program was launched 
in 2023. Pier Passport Annual Pass holders enjoy discounts on parking, free tickets for the iconic Centennial Wheel, 
plus rotating discounts and perks at restaurants and attractions, all while supporting the mission of Navy Pier.

With four levels to choose from, embarking on your Navy Pier adventure is now easier than ever.

Scan here to purchase your Pier Passport and join today. 22/23 Impact Report  |    2726    |   22/23 Impact Report26    |  22/23 Impact Report
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2022 & 2023 Partners and Contributors 

$100,000 +
Aon
BMO
Cboe Global Markets, Inc.
City Experiences
Exelon
Fifth Third Bank
Hilton
Illinois Department of Commerce  
    & Econmic Opportunity 
Illinois Office of Tourism
Impact Networking
Much Shelist
Northwestern Medicine
Peoples Gas and North Shore Gas
Polk Bros. Foundation
The Pritzker Foundation
Reyes Coca-Cola Bottling
Shoreline Sightseeing
Jennifer Steans and Jim Kastenholz
Tangled Roots Brewery

$50,000 +
Allstate
Norman and Virginia Bobins/ 
    The Robert Thomas Bobins Foundation
Joan and Bill Brodsky
CIBC
Michelle L. Collins

Comcast / Xfinity
ComEd
The Crown Family
GCM Grosvenor
Hornblower
Laura and Craig Martin
Mesirow
Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority 
Oak View Group
Paul M. Angell Foundation
Linda and Richard Price Family Fund
John Simpson
Wells Enterprises, Blue Bunny and Halo Top
WNBA

$25,000 +
Aramark Globtrotters
Lisa and Jeffrey Aronin
Jacolyn and John Bucksbaum
F.H. Paschen
Cabrera Capital Markets
Citadel
DRW Trading Group
Sasha Gerritson
Emily Heisley Stoeckel and Kevin L. Stoeckel
Illinois Arts Council Agency
ITW
Katten
Orsted

Sable Hotel
Sue Ling Gin Foundation Trust
Robin Loewenberg Tebbe and Mark Tebbe
Wintrust

$15,000 +
Anonymous
The Canning Foundation
Chico & Nunes, P.C.
Choose Chicago
Clayco
Franczek P.C.
Koch Family Foundation
Levy
Lifeway
Local 2 IATSE
Local 399 IUOE
Mayer Brown
Richard and Martha Melman
Smita Shah

$10,000 +
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library  
    and Museum
Ellen Alberding and Kelly Welsh
Ariel Alternatives
Chicago Federation of Labor
The Duchossois Family Foundation
Employco USA

Thank you to the following individuals, corporations, and foundations who supported Navy Pier January 1, 2022 – December 31, 2023

PIER-WIDE PARTNERS

CONTRIBUTIONS

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath
Farpoint Development
Flyover
Dean and Kathleen Harrison
Adam Hoeflich
Invenergy
JMS Electric
Lamar Johnson Collaborative
Abby McCormick O’Neil and D. Carroll Joynes
Powering Chicago
Pyrotecnico Fireworks Inc
Republic Services 
Leonard & Diane Sherman Family Foundation 
Show Services
Heather Steans and Leo Smith
Robin Steans and Leonard Gail
Union Carpenters & Contractors,  
   Mid-America Carpenters Regional Council
The Vistria Group
Zee5

$5,000 +
Billy Goat Tavern
Jeff Brown and Jake Nuber
Ric Estrada
Marilynn Kelly Gardner
Illuminarium Experiences
The Joyce Foundation
Larry and Carol Levy

Ozinga
Polsky Foundation
Myriah Brown-Rivera and Arnie Rivera 
Syreeta Harris Strickland and Family
Nicole Venable, Invariant
The Weiner Family Foundation

$1,000 + 
Steve Abrams
Ricky Abt
John Allen
Lilly Athamanah
Bank of America
Michelle T. Boone
CCS
CDW
Chicago Bulls
Lewis Collens
Consul General of India
Jim and Karen Frank
Friedman Properties Ltd
Bill Fritz
Grant Thornton
Elizabeth Halajian and Andrew Burdick
Ashley Hall
David Hiller
Ivan Carlson
Judd Enterprises, Inc
Lyric Opera of Chicago

Chona Maglaya and Michael Boland
McHugh Construction
Mexican Consulate
Cora and Brian Murphy
Qiana Nelson
Paepcke Memorial Trust Fund
Dale and Betsey Pinkert
PJH & Associates, Inc.
Power Construction
Redmont Wealth Advisors LLC
RestoreWorks
Tod Reynolds
See Chicago Dance
Ryan Stein
Thomson Weir, LLC
Michael Thomson  
Michael Toolis  
Felicia Umbenhauer  
Courtney Valleau 
Nick and Hilary Vallorano  
Melanie Wang  
David Weinberger 
John Wober

List continues on next page.
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2022 & 2023 Partners and Contributors (Continued)
Thank you to the following individuals, corporations, and foundations who supported Navy Pier January 1, 2022 – December 31, 2023

$1 +
Zaid Alaraj
Juliane Allen
Sultan  Almazrouei
Saeed AlMheiri
Faisal Alruways
Marely Amador
AmazonSmile
 Anonymous 
Jennifer Aparicio
Saurabh Apte
Dimitri Azar
Bre Baab
Dina Bair
Blake Banner
Cherria Barber
Aakash Basantani
Kristine Bechtel
Jeffery Beese
Sahara Bell
Tierra Bell
Michael Bennett
Marc Berman
DeRondal Bevly
Emily Bidari
Melvin Boahene
Madeline Boldt
Andrea Bonaccorsi
Michael Bower
Kris Bradshaw
Richard Bragaw
Riley Brehm
Rick Brenner
Elizabeth Briones
Jacqueline Broaddus
David Brown
Deborah Burnet
Annette Burtin
Liz Butler
Jonathan Butler
Kelia Byrd
Paris Byrd
Angela Cafaro
Joseph Campbell
Richardo Caray
Sandra Cardenas
Jillian Carew
Korbin Carnegie
Clay Carter
Kevin Casey
Erika Castillo
Jenna Cederblad
Melissa Champs
Erika Chavez
Joy Cherry
John Chesney
Yann Cheynet
Letitia Chim
Andrea Chim
Eileen Chin
Valérie Chloupek
Andrea Chwee
Kathleen Chwee
Arthur Cohen
Lynn and Arthur Cohen
Cierra Colell
Meredith Coley
Jim Collins
Tara Collins
Joseph Cook
Phyllis Costanza
Joseph Crain
Beth Davis
Pam Davis
Michael Davoren

Mike Degnan
Lexi Degnan
Lauren DeLapa
Sylvia Denwoodie
Christine DeSousa
Jessica Diaz
Stephanie DiSilvestro
Michael Doody
Coke Doran
David Doucette
Mary Dowling
Dion’s Chicago Dream
Bridget Duffy
Erica Duncan
Vince Van Dyke
Lissette Educate
Sherina Edwards
Antoinette Edwards
Laura Elkayam
Wyatt Esteves
James Feldman
Philippe Feraud 
Anthea Fernandes
Scott Fetters
Financial Investment Corporation
Bryan Flynn
O’Dea Foundation 
George & Arlene Rusch Memorial 
Foundation
Michael Francis
Kevin Freeman
LaKeisha Freeman
Suzanne Friedman
Grace Fuller
Enrico Gabino
Deeti Gandhi
Vanessa Garippo
Ann Gearty
Conor Gee
Alexis Gerleit 
Heather Geron
Aviroop Ghosal
Dan Gibbons
Karen Gidlund
Matt Gillott
Virxhini  Gjonzeneli 
Marni Gomez
DJ Gonzalez
Joseph Goodwin
Mindy Gordon
Emily Graber
John Graeber
Leanne Gregg
Katie Grogan
Frey Deign Group
Shridhar Guntury
Dexter Guthrie
Sydney Gutilla
Joseph Hable
Melissa Haefner
Patricia Halajian
Bruce Hampton
Dylan Hankey
Zachary Harbour
Brad Hardtke
Alexis Y. Hardy
Emma Harmon
Tasha Harris
Kristen Hartmann
Semaj  Haskins 
Aisha Hassell
Rachel Hatch
Kathryn Hayley
Chris & Elizabeth Helton
Robert  Hendry

Scott Henry
Harold Hilborn
Torrence Hinton
Sarah Hitchcock
Max Hoff
Theresa Holmes
Senovia Holmes
Matthew Hong
Kenneth Hooten
Don Horwitz
Patricia Hudson
Sara Hutchinson
Gabriela Illa
Corinth Jackson
Joe Jacob
Syed Jaffery
Grant Johnsey
Sylvia johnson
Connor Jonsson
James Kallas
Matthew Katsaros
Austin Kelly
Dan Kemper
Kevin Kennedy
Sanghee Kim
Taylor Kimmons
Carly Knox
Leza Knox
Pete Krebill
Matthew Krizmanic
Michael Ksycki
Baloy Lagunas
Mario LaPlaca
Kathryn Lavin
Jon Leach
Elizabeth Ledlow
Michael Lesaj
Bradley Levison
Felix Linton
Alex Linton
Matthew Lionetti
Anne  Livingston
REX Electric & Technologies, LLC
Edwin Chim and Peili Lo
Peili Lo
Shreya Long
Carolyn Lorch
Heather Lossau
Matthias Mackay
Krystal Madkins
Steven Mahr
Brandon Marks
Matoya Marsh
Laura Martin
Faryal Masood
Justin Mathes
Ty Mayberry
Ryan Mayotte
Kimberly Maziarka
Cynthia McCafferty
Carmen McDonald
Nikkia McDonald
Scott McHose
Megan McNamara
David Melody
Margaret Mester
Alex Miles
Tyra Miller
Elizabeth Milton
Dan Mitchell
Varshasnata  Mohanty
William Monaco
Darvece Monson
Bobbie Moore
Nicole Moore

Jennifer Moore
Gerard Moorer
Sean Moran
Susan Murphy
Katherine Nardin
Nadirah Nazri
Megan Neacy
Diana Negron
Anita Nelson
Annmarie Neumeier
Jannice Newson
Taylor Newson
Alexandra  Nicholson 
Stephanie Nieves
Catherine Nosal
Karen Nunn
Asafonie Obed
Megan O'Brien
John O'Connell
Shannon Ohlander
Sajni Oliver
Special Olympics
John O'Neill
Kevin O'Neill
Andy Orf
Catalina Orozco 
Destiny Ortega
Terrell Outlay
Andre Parker
Danielle Parker
Anthony Pascente
Ameeta Patel
Pratik Patel
Svetla Pavlova
Roger Payne
Tom Payne 
Charisse Payne
Thomas Payne
Eileen Boyle Perich
April Pipal
William Pokorny
Katy Pollitt
Chloe Pooler
Lena Popovic
James Poulos
Cole Fire Protection
Richard Quach
Jose Quezada
Margaret Quinn
Matthew  Quinn
Kevin Rabbitt
Crystal Randolph 
Lana Reese
Frank Reppenhagen
Dontay Riley
Krystal Rios
Daniel Rivera
Yiamira  Rosado
Sean Rose
Maren Rosenberg
Elmer Roskovensky
Ian Ross
Sydney Rubinstein
Shari Runner
Akisha Russell
Dionna Johnson Sallis
Michelle Same
Elvira Sanchez
Stephanie Sanchez
Keith Sanders
Stephanie Santander
John Sassaris
Chris Schaller
Jana Schwering
Joshua Schwimer

Debbie Segal
Torael Sexton
Areulia Shakir
Lauren Shanley
Enxhi Shaqiri
Saloni Singh
Jessica Six
Jameson Skaife
William Sligh
Robert Smit
Selena Smith
Andre Smith
April Smith
Brittaney Thompson Smith
Carole Snow
Timothy Sparks
Abhijith  Sreenivasan 
Ilene Stevens
Syreeta Harris Strickland
Carla Strickland
Robert Surlina
Danny Switalski
Scott Szykowny
Erika Taylor 
Brandon  Taylor
Daniel Thompson
Tyler Timms
Paola Toledo
Juan Torres
Jennifer Troupe
Dop Troutman
Margaret Tucker
Jessica Turner
Jennifer Kostelnik Utley
Courtney Valleau
John Valleau
Cynthia Valleau
Robert Vechiola
Silma Villasenor
Jim and Neil Walenda
Wayne Walters
Melanie Wang
Amerfil Wang
Colleen Ward
Thomas Ward
Antonio Watson
Lou Weaver
Nick Weaver
James Weidner
Alan Weiss
Ben Weiss
Brent Whitford
Theo Whittier
Keith Wideman
Alex Wikol
Matthew Wilkerson
Sophia Green-Wilkerson
Lufthansa Williams
Kristin Wirtz
A. Witler
Kate Wixted
John Wober
Thomas Woo
Sarah Woodman
Thomas Yancey
Jennifer Yates
Bektur Yusupov
Jose Zavala
Marion Zehner
Tom Zyer
David Zyer
Joe Zyer

We make every effort to ensure that the donors who support Navy Pier’s mission are appropriately recognized for their generosity. If you have not received proper recognition for your gift(s) from 2022-2023, please 
notify our Development Department at cward@navypier.org as soon as possible so that we can correct our records.
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Board of Directors

Jennifer Steans 
Chair

Steve Koch 
Vice Chair

Gery Chico 
Secretary

Jill Griebenow 
Treasurer

Jeff Bethke, Ex-Officio

James Blair

John Bucksbaum

Eileen Chin

Larita Clark, Ex-Officio

Marilynn Kelly Gardner, Ex-Officio

Sasha Gerritson

Scott Goodman

Sandra P. Guthman

Dean M. Harrison

Torrence Hinton

Travis Hunter

Laura Keidan Martin

Aarti Kotak

Terrance B. McGann, Ex-Officio

Suzet McKinney

Richard S. Price

Jorge Ramirez

Bridget Reidy

Smita Shah

John H. Simpson

Eric Smith

Syreeta Harris Strickland

Emily Heisley Stoeckel

Kelly R. Welsh

Phil Wilmington

LIFE TRUSTEES

Norman Bobins

William J. Brodsky, Chair Emeritus

Donna La Pietra

James R. Reilly*

John R. Schmidt

As of June 1, 2024

Executive Leadership Team
As of June 1, 2024

Marilynn Kelly Gardner 
President & CEO 

Jeff Brown 
Chief Financial Officer

Chona Maglaya 
Chief of Staff

Brian Murphy 
Chief Operating Officer

Arnaldo Rivera 
Chief Administrative & 
Equity Officer

Associate Board
As of June 1, 2024

*In memoriam

Nick Vallorano 
Co-Chair

Qiana Nelson 
Co-Chair

Bill Fritz 
Vice Chair

Jon Leach 
Past Chair

Melanie Wang 
Secretary

Steven Mahr 
Treasurer

Nike Levando Birman 

Michael Bower

Kristin Bradshaw

Ivan Brown

Clay Carter

Patrick Cotter

Christine DeSousa

Wyatt Esteves

Conor Gee

Dexter Guthrie

Sydney Gutilla

Alexis Hardy

Rachel Hatch

Matthew Hong

Corinth Jackson

Joe Jacobs

Taylor Kimmons

MaToya Marsh

Carm McDonald

Danielle Parker

Torael Sexton

Emanuel Smith

Shayla Smith 

Courtney Valleau

Robert Vechiola

John Wober

Tom Zyer

Navy Pier On-Site Tenant Partners

Amazing Chicago's Funhouse Maze

America's Dog & Burger

Amri Juice Bar

Art-K-Texture

Bar Sol Mariscos

Beat Kitchen Cantina

Ben & Jerry's

Best Gift Idea Ever

Big Bowl Chinese Express

Big Bus

Big City Chicken

Bike and Roll Chicago

Billy Goat Tavern & Grill

Build-A-Bear

Chicago Children's Museum

Chicago Children's Museum Store

Chicago Elite

Chicago Shakespeare Theater

Chicago Sport & Novelty

Chicago Sunglass Co.

Ciccio Italian Sandwiches

Completely Nuts

Confidence Apparel

Cotacachi Handy Crafts

Dippin' Dots

Dockside

Dr. Herbal's Organic Haircare

Faces In Focus

Fairways Indoor Golf

Flyover in Chicago

Frankie's Pizza By The Slive

FRIO Gelato

Garibay Tamales

Garrett Popcorn

Giordano's Pizza

Harry Caray's Tavern

IDOF Fresh Mediterranean  
& SALT Halal Burgers

Iris Galerie

It'Sugar

Jimmy Buffet's Magaritaville Bar & Grill

JoJo's ShakeBAR

Kilwin's Chocolates

Lirica

Magnetic Attraction

Making History

McDonald's

MW's Stackable Rings

Offshore Rooftop

Oh Yes Chicago!

Pepper Palace

Potbelly Sandwich Shop

Reunion by Chef Art Smith

Seadog Speedboat Rides

Shoreline Charters

Shoreline Sightseeing

Shoreline Water Taxi

Snow Dragon Shavery

Spirit of Chicago

Spirit of Navy Pier

Starbucks

Swanqee

Tall Ship Windy

Te'amo Boba Bar

The Municipal General Store

The Navy Pier Store

The Neighborhood Urban Gift Shop

The Odyssey

The Original Rainbow Cone

This Socks!

WBEZ Radio

Windy City Ribs

Women's LIVE Artist Studio

As of June 1, 2024
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Thank you to our community of supporters and partners.


